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I I5 COMMUNICATIONS FLICHT

TJNEF EL ARISH EGYPT

Communications nig[t ll5, a detrchmcnt of 426 Tnnsport Sgurdron, I)orv1,
Qrcbcc, opcreting fron El Arirh Egptr I bclicvc ir a forgottco opcntion.

In 1957'whih sti|| Oing Drkotm wtth # I ANS, Winnipeg, Mrnitobrr l wrs rskcd to
conrider e porting to EX5rpt Speclficd$ to El Arirh on the Mcditcrrrncrn Sca. lt
did not teke me long to rry ycs, for two rets{rn$ Pnomotlonr in Trrlning Command
rt thc timewcrc nerrly non crirtcng rnd werything socncd to brppon in Trrnrport
Commrnd. Tbcn therc wec thc opportunity to rco fer ofrplaccr rnd pcrhepr be e
snell pril of brindng Peece to the rcgion.

Jurt to becktreck e fcw ycttr' I gncw up In Vcrdun, Qucbcc ru prrt of rn Airforcc
femily. My lhd, Norael J. Pltton, wer lnvolvcd rvith mobib cquipnmt h thc
Montreel lrgr, end strtiond in Lrchlnc. Hir duties included being r rsnlor driver
in the erca for VIP'r rnd sGdor RCAF penonnel Hc wes on e first nencd becis
with mrny, including AVM McDwer.

I don't know how hc mrnrged to be so cloce to thoc rtrhretts of thc RCAF, but he
wtl wsn rblc to get mc r job rr e Prge Boy in the Queen's Hotel in Montned,
owned in prrt by AVM Rlymond. (As I understood the riiuetion).

And being in veldun, he romehow menaged to gct Burz Beurling the herr of
Melte,lo coDG to our plecc for dinncn

I guers itwas ac a nrtunl progreulon becaure I loved eincreft rnd wantcd to tly,
thrt rt tho porrruarion of my biologr terchcr, I joinod ttc # 69 Royal Crntdian Air
Crdetsquedron in our Vetdun lligh School.

In l95l' undcr thc tutclrgc of my biologr tercher, I recctvod e Flying Schohrrhip.
In ttoscyars thir only includcd eighteen hourc of flytng eftcrwhich, if you welc
succcsrful, you rccefved your Alr Crdet wings,

I rcceived my covctcd wingp rt e gda rneceptbn in Moltrcel, and continued on 0o my
Privete Pilotr Licence, ULP 2800, in Mry of 1952 @ agc 18.



The Alr force noved my frnily to lYhltohonc in thc Yukon, in 1952, rnd I joined
thc RCAF fron thcrc itr 1953.

Prelimlnadcr ovcr, I rcfer brck to ny orlgind commcnts about ll5 Communicrtion
F[gbt in Egrpt rnd rlcr, belng r forgotton opention of the RCAF er Pcrcckocpcr*

Onty onsg, in books I hrvc rcrd of RCAF hirtory did I ever see rcfercnoe to ll5
Comm Unit El Arfuh. Arc therc other rcfenences I heve mlrccd ?

When the rcquert ctmc vir $an Ncwmln, our Ontrrio Grcup Prcrldcn$ to considcr
wrlting about our RCAF tincr, I thoqht thk war my chrnec to tc[ of ll3 Comm
I.$ght

At thfu polnt, I would rrk the follo'wing pcnrom, thc flighf netcr I crn rccell , to
corroct me if ltn wnong vir futurr brucs of Air{orce Mrgrzine, rnd to rensw our
acquaintancoq rnd ind$d tnlk up our UNEF opcration of long ago. F/Or, Gilchrict,
Cesq Wennrmdrcr, Ilouccttc, Cowie, Dych Feydcr, F/L Ining & our CO, SIL
Hrm. My epotogier to the Nwr, RO'r r crswnel, el I never rccodcd your trrne&

As many of you knorurwhcn Lerter Peanon crmc fomard at thc Unitod Nrtionr
rith htr propoal of r Unltcd Netionr Ernctjcncy ForccrCanrdr bsuc r nefor
contrlbutor.In eddition to grund forcc forsurvelllrncgwcwcns to puvldodl the
eir trrnrpotttlon & togbtio rcquircmcnts for UNER undcr thc rurphcr of
Generrl ELM Burnr, of Cenada

We llery wheneryer rcquircd ln the Meditcrnnen rrcer( urlEg llrkotu & Otter
rircnft )rincluding Rome, Athens, on occmlon, rnd rcgulertlighb to Bcirrt
Lclrrnon, end Shrrm el $hiek ( now r tourirt mciocr ) in the Sinei Peninmlr.
Routinely we llcw to the Grze airrtdp, which rr I recrll wrr roughly 28m fcct of
grtss & ttnd. Nccd|crr to Jry, wc cln€ in dragging cvcrything rt 7O kntr.

Witt your indubcnce, I will rccdl ru I rrmcmber them, e number of csiturtlotrrt
ws oncoutrtcrsd during my tinol rnd I hopc you ney got e lrugh or two from then.

One day gotng to Grzr ( t l)oc 57 ) to pick up Gcncnl Bumq we found r
thunderstoru furt sitting over thc dlport rrea. A decfuion had to bc mrde to lrnd or
go brclc to El Arirh. Fortunrtely, I wtr not the Crptain on thlr fi{p (we rwitcbcd on
vadouc lltghtr), So thc (Crptain s of the day dccidcd wc could do it, and onward we
prulsGd. Sound frullier ?



Grrss and water do not meke for giood brrking tractlon. The imbeddod cand dld not
rGem to hclp eithen As we tsuchcd dmn on thc butten { e ncccrity ) re carccncd
down the rffip with rkidding bnkc& trylng to slow down. Tho end was coming
along wlth many pcacanfe fernlng / cnltlvrting in thc end zone. Itm iurc therc wcrc
mary scrred tndividudc eo they nn for thsir livcr wlth r whitc growling Drkotr
monrter baring down on them. Fortunrtcp, wG crme to r clower pace rnd werc
eblc to cirtlc brckto the mein nrnwryrwith e few grooves in therc 6 grrden *.
Wherw !!

Then therc wrs tbc timc Don Gthhrtst & I were Oing Gencrel Burnq hb cwrctrry
ct al to Romc, I bclieve it wts ln nid January 195E itr rlls989.. Gen. Burntr rectutrry
used to lilrc rtrnding behind thc ptlotr to see the viory & whatwm going on ahcrd.
On this partlcular fip, we erked hcr to make surr the Gcnenln hcrsclf et d wcre
rtrrppd in & co.tcd ar wc wcro running lnro lome hcrvy turtulence. Soon she
reappeercd, end tbo air wes getting roughcr. Uubccdlng our ngquestr to bc sertcd,
she remrincd up front.., At hrst until wc hit the greet one. This rcnt her to thr
ceiling rnd back, wherc hcr rpiked hccls drilH into thc old floo$oards,. Needhss
to ny, she soon wrc strap@ in, mlnus e shoe. We were nsver botbered up front
rgrin.

Don, I'm not suno if it wes on this trip (Ilec 2215T thet we had thc theruocouple rct
up in the starbosrd hcating ductc. Rcmember when the rrd fincweruing llght crmc
on hdfwry rcnosr thc Mod, \ile found if we dunped tbs hcrt on thc etutorrd dden
the l[ht went out, This wac thc rrrr cebin heaL So Gen. Burnr and I bellevc thet
this wer the trip ws dso had Drg Hrnmrnkold, the then sccretrry Generrl of thc
United Nationo, on boerd, rnd they ell llery the rest of the way quite cool

As the gtund porronr in Rome could not see anything wrrotr& wc hit upon ttc idcr
of rwitchilg the hft & rlsht cngine thermoeoupler tor thc trip beclc Lo and bchoh,
the port rcd light crnc on when we wens going hone, but wc let it glow, so we could
heve heat up front. Sony Gencral for your cold trip back then.

Ono of our {rcgulrr flights" wrs to $hrrm el Sheik, et thc end of ihc $inei, betwcen
tbcGulf of Aqaba and the Gulf of Suea rh,sro thc Rcd Scr begiur, { I undentand
there ir a blg rcsofi town there now ) The intersting polnt rbout Sbrm, was tlat
we landed on r plrteeu of srnd & grrvel This wt! e bundnsd odd fcct hig[cr than
the water ovcr whhh wc rpprcoched . Our ( rt lcrst my ) chrllcugc wrs to try rnd
do a normd approech with rct einrpoed end porrer retting* It rcemcd it war [sver
to bc no mrtter if you mede r rtcep or rhdlow rpproach. Thc wtnd coming over the
end of the plrteeu causcd ur to pwcr up thc lrct fsn'hundrcd fceL Anyone out
thctr ever nekc it into Shrm wlthout rdding powcr ?

At Shrrn cl Sheilq there wrs r ccntingent of Canrdhn Army Sigerl Corpr who hed
a saall butldiag hou*ing rldio equlpnent We dclivercd ver{ous rupplhc to th€n.



Alsor guarding the rre&wene troops from r Scandinlvien country. I thinkit was
Srvedcn. We vould rCItNtc then back to El Arish,

Mount Sinri ( where Moccs rcccivcd thc Ten Commandmcnts ) wu not too frr
swryr rnd we wene askcd on reveral occulonc to ny ihem ovor tbe mountrin, which
wrs Just over 9lXf0 ft. As !{rmc of you will know, a l}rkururlly clinbod rt 3{X) ft e
minute (not vcty frct). lVhat with fhe corrtd rrngcc riring otr our fltgltt tracko we
werc alweyr prmcod to cleer thc tops, but we did end rrrived at enough height to go
ovcr ML Sinrl The St Cethcrines monestery could bc ceen wry down in the velley,
ac well rs the dg-ngfoot peths up the mountrin uscd by ths Monks.

Frcm thsre ilwrs dmohlll to El Arish, unletc wc mn into r srnd stolil, Then we
would rtay ebove 5fi10 ft until wewenc oyer the Med, and como beck into our
airport

One of the hrzrrds then for our trropr, rs it ii todryn was lrnd mineg, Ths Cenrdien
Army out of Grzr, did prtnoh in the dcsert on r regulnr besis to uphotd the
Armistiw betwecn Egypt end Isrrel eftcrthc 1956 ffhttng.

A sad ritnrtion I remeubcr wrs when onc of our ieeps on patml rrn ovcr e land
mine in the dcsert A Pvt, Chcv€rfltlca from Winlipeg wer bhrte.d lnto tbe elr erd I
understrnd, lrnded on his brck on r rock He wrs panllzcd.

our job w*g to tnnsfor him to Jcnrsrlen, whcro hc would be plcked up by U$Ar
for tr*nrport home. I rlwayr wondercd how he mtdc out

$pcrking of Jcnrsehm, when llon & I flsw there,I wrs in the left rcrt We hrd
ncvcr bcen in therc before but it looked normrl, thlttg lf you can consider r
noodrvry crowing the middle of the nrin nrnwly cnormdt.

Ar uruelt we hrd evetything cct up doly, plrnning to kirc her on, but it wm not to
bc. We hit rethor held rnd werc et a loss to figurc out whet went wrong. A few drys
lrter wc found out whon we wene leavlng. Tho nrnwry wrr likc r nollcr coroter rnd
we hrd litenl$ flown into it Ouch! I have photor of undulrting surftce.

Thene were encillrry dutlcs to be hrndled rt the Air Brse, rnd the one I
'tolunteered'forwrs entertrinmcnt olficen Pert of my duties, kceping a good
supply of sporting equipmont, rlro includcd going weeldy to our t NEf IIQ ln Geze
to pick up mwiec to shotil rt nigtt fu [l Arish ctmp.



On one of th6c tripcrrounding r curvc,I found thc roed blockod by barted wirc.Not witloutsorssllr' but rmting to gct thc movier for thG troops, ifio i*rwn*ldrive went ttc jccp and up and emund tte barted wirr. on tho wry r"* it ,ogonG. I gue$ the wlrert thing to hrve done war to heve gone becl to El Arlsh, butwo wers yo[ngcr ibcn.

Hd' do you rcmemberlhc timc you wrnted picturu rwry up the gnd dune? Whcnwe got baclq the Egrpffm Arny hed blocked thc roed witr incCoce..Cola truclcNot wrntinq to losc.your Glmerr, at gun point we lloorcd e Jeep rnd ducking; tookoff eround thc trucls

Rry' remcubor hrvlng to rboft r lrnding md go rruund rgrin et El Ar.irh, becrurctbe camel herder cterted driving hir cemil tnii acru$ thciunwry . 
---'

And then therc wes thc timc I got olippcd a'mickey ftnn - in thc rhow ber inBcirut' end thc eitr rcseud nc, bui nerr a rtory lor another dry.

lhopcny rominircinq will givc you somc iHight rs to whrt it w.3 tilro with t NEFEgrpt brck thcn. wc hrd e grort time ovenll, and thrnks to ourrupcrt RCAFground crcrvs' I crnnot recrll an lncldent where we hsd eny seriour problcms withourDaks. So heb ofitoyou lll.

RN. Prtton F/O rctircd


